
Nga mihi ki a koutou katoa! 

It has been a busy year this 

year.  Notwithstanding that 

we progressed forward with 

securing our Deed of Man-

date, we also managed to con-

clude the vesting of title for 

Mauao, we took Uncle Kihi to 

Wellington for his swearing in 

ceremony to the Tribunal, we 

held a new election for our 

Iwi Runanga and now we 

have a whole new group of 

trustees.  We now need to 

consider what lies ahead of us 

for 2009.   

With the elections now over, 

the aspirations for us to pro-

gress forward will be delayed 

until government officials 

have reviewed their current 

policies regarding Treaty set-

tlements.  Our plan for devel-

opment will centre around 

ourselves.  We  need to decide 

what we want from the settle-

ment process and what we 

plan to do to ensure that we 

secure a settlement that is 

robust, and enduring—given 

the restrictive political envi-

ronment that exists with re-

gards to Treaty Settlement—

this is the pragmatist speak-

ing!   

Our next stage of progress 

will require planning, analysis 

and research.  In terms of 

research, we have sought 

CFRT funding to engage 

Shadrack Rolleston to under-

take a scoping project for us.  

Shadrack Rolleston is Jenny 

and Peter’s son, and he has 

almost finished his PhD in 

environmental planning.  We 

look forward to harnessing his 

skills in this project.   

The interim Te Hononga—

Hapu Forum members and 

the Runanga trustees have 

reviewed our collective agree-

ment regarding our specific 

roles and responsibilities.  All  

going well, this agreement will 

be signed early in the new 

year, enabling the confirma-

tion of hapu representatives 

to the important role of pro-

gressing our Treaty settle-

ment.  Once Te Hononga is 

fully established, some of 

their key tasks will involve the 

completion of a work pro-

gramme (with reference to 

terms of negotiation and ne-

gotiations); the completion of 

a re-dress strategy and the 

drafting of a negotiations 

brief.  Once we have com-

pleted those tasks, we will 

work to advertise for, and 

engage negotiators. 

There is no doubt, that we are 

only as strong as the people 

we have representing us, and 

it is therefore imperative that 

we all work together for this 

great cause.  Watch this space for 

updates next year.   

As the year draws to a close, 

we wish you and your whanau 

’a joyous time together for Christ-

mas and the new year!’ It will be 

an important defining year for us 

next year, and everyone plays a role 

in making 2009 a great success. 

Planning for Progress—2009 onwards!  

In the previous panui, we 

discussed the current political 

terrain regarding Treaty settle-

ments.  The elections have 

since come and gone and we 

now have a new Prime Minis-

ter at the helm—John Key, 

representing a new political 

party –National.  What then 

does the National Party have 

planned for us in the new year?  

Firstly, the appointment of 

Chris Finlayson as the new 

Minister of Treaty Settlements 

is a starting point.  Georgina 

Te Heuheu is likely to be in-

cluded in the role in some 

capacity around progressing 

our settlement.  The Maori 

Party also has a role to under-

take in the Treaty Settlements 

process.  As a result of the 

coalition agreement between 

National and the Maori Party, 

Dr Pita Sharples will feature 

prominently in his role as the 

Minister of Maori Develop-

ment.  We will also need to 

work closely with Te Ururoa 

Flavell as our local MP.  It is 

not clear what role Te Puni 

Kokiri, the Office of Treaty 

Settlements and/or Treasury 

will perform in terms of op-

erationalising aspirations for 

Treaty Settlement, but once 

we know, we will need to 

work closely with their offi-

cials. 
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We are aiming to set-

tle our grievances 

against the Crown by 

2010! 
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2009?  Part of the reason 
we have chosen this time is 
because it is the 20th anni-
versary of the first Te Heke 
o te Rangihouhiri (re-
tracing trail).  In 1989, our 
koroua, kuia and wider 
whanau undertook the 
journey visiting significant 
sites during the trail.  
  
The Heke in 1989 began 
here in Tauranga, our ope 
went through Matata, Wha-
katane, Opotiki and then 
through to Gisborne, and 
finally settling at Whan-
gaara for the night.  The 
second day began there 
with a korero about our 
relationship with Ngai 
Porou, which then led on 
to the relationship Ngai Te 
Rangi had in Torere, with 
our Ngai Tai whanaunga.  

Te Heke o te Rangihouhiri—
this term is synonymous 
with the arrival and subse-
quent occupation of Ngai 
Te Rangi within Tauranga 
Moana.  The settlement of 
our Treaty claims as 
whanau, hapu and Iwi is 
therefore a continuation of 
our history within the 
broader landscape of who 
we were prior to pre-
European settlement, what 
happened during the arrival 
of European’s to Tauranga, 
and what has since taken 
place since then.   
 
The best way we have to 
connect ourselves to this,  
‘our living history’ is to re-
trace that important event.  
With that, we plan to com-
memorate Te Heke o te 
Rangihouhiri in 2009.  Why 

Our return home also in-
volved a stop in Maketu to 
korero about Ngai Te 
Rangi’s settlement there as 
well.  Whilst Ngai Te Rangi 
is now well and truly estab-
lished as Hapu and Iwi in 
Tauranga; our journey here 
began with this significant 
historical event.   
 
Te Heke o te Rangihou-
hiri 2009—20 Year Com-
memoration 
 

Are you interested in par-
ticipated? REGISTER your 
interest with Ripeka Timu-
timu by emailing 
ripeka@ngaiterangi.org.nz. 
 

We are planning on going 
towards the end of March/
early April 2009.  Final de-
tails will be available in 
January 2009. 

Te Heke o Te Rangihouhiri—20th Anniversary 2009 

Te Runanga o Ngai Te Rangi 

 

Mauao Peninsular  

Uncle Ching & Uncle Putahi at 

Whareroa hearing 2006 

We have been successful in 

accessing funding from 

Crown Forestry Rental Trust 

(CFRT) for two Geographic 

Information Systems (GIS) 

projects. The purpose of these 

two projects are to assist 

claimant groups to depict his-

torical events or issues using a 

series of customized maps. 

Trust staff will work with eli-

gible claimant groups and his-

torians to identify research 

information that is required to 

be captured in a digital format 

and then used to produce 

maps for settlement purposes.  

The two projects are as fol-

lows: 

Crown Asset Audit - This 

project involves identifying all 

Crown Assets within the Ngai 

Te Rangi area of interest. 

Sites of Significance - This 

project involves us identifying 

sites of significance within the 

Ngai Te Rangi area of inter-

est. These sites may include 

pa sites, urupa and land that 

remains in Maori ownership. 

At the last Te Hononga hui 

CFRT representatives met to 

discuss these projects in fur-

ther detail. There was also 

discussion about the engage-

ment of an appropriate GIS 

mapper, however, a final deci-

sion on this will be made at 

the next Te Hononga hui 

early in the next year.                          
Ripeka Timutimu 

 


