
On the 14th April 2009, Min-
ister of Treaty Negotiations 
Chris Finlayson met with Tau-
ranga Moana Iwi to discuss 
the settlement of their histori-
cal Treaty claims. Minister 
Finlayson was accompanied 
by other distinguished mem-
bers of the house, including 
Minister of Maori Affairs, Pita 
Sharples and Deputy Minister 
of Maori Affairs, the Honour-
able Georgina Te Heuheu, as 
well as officials from the Of-
fice of Treaty settlements and 
Te Puni Kƅkiri. 

Each Iwi was allocated a brief 
time slot to meet with Minis-
ter Finlayson and other offi-
cials to highlight any major 
issues regarding current settle-
ment processes. Whilst this 
seemed like a very short win-
dow of opportunity, Ngńi Te 
Rangi managed to convey the 
message that whilst we do 
have an outstanding mandate 
issue to resolve, our hapu are 
ready and committed to pro-
gressing the settlement of our 
historical Treaty claims. 

Though Minster Finlayson 
seemed somewhat apprehen-

sive at times as to making any 
solid commitments to negoti-
ating timeframes with all three 
iwi, he did bring to light one 
option that could give some 
weight to our cause, this being 
the idea of a regional ap-
proach for negotiations. Put 
simply this would mean the 
three iwi coming together to 
streamline negotiations with 
the Crown, but at the same 
time still retaining their own 
mana and each iwi achieving 
their own Deed of Settlement.  

Minster Finlayson drew on 
the Te Tau Ihu o Te Waka 
collective as an example 
where the regional approach 
was being used successfully. 

Uncle Kihi Ngatai said the 
wider Tauranga Moana ap-
proach was a good idea if it 
meant claims were prioritised 
by the Crown, however fur-
ther discussions would need 
to be held with the three iwi 
before any decisions could be 
made. 

Ngńi Te Rangi Treaty settle-
ments manager, Riri Ellis, said 
the meeting was ``great' but 
just a starting point to discus-

Minister in charge of 
Treaty Negotiations, Hon-
ourable Chris Finlayson 

sions. "We are interested in 
what happens after the meet-
ing, and what plans can be 
secured to progress our settle-
ments to completion."  

Ngaiti Pukenga and Ngati 
Ranginui followed Ngai Te 
Rangi with their own separate 
discussions with the Ministers.  
Each iwi has issues of particu-
lar importance to them and 
those concerns were voiced 
on that day.  In all, whilst the 
day was invaluable, the suc-
cess of the hui is yet to come. 

 

Ministers visit Tauranga Moana 

Mita Ririnui,  of Ngati He and 

Ngai Te Ahi descent, was 

recently appointed Independ-

ent Chairperson for Te Ho-

nonga, the body responsible 

for progressing the settlement 

of the Ngńi Te Rangi histori-

cal treaty claims. 

Mr Rininui is currently a list 

MP for the Labour Party. He 

has an extensive background 

in New Zealand politics since 

being elected as the first 

member  of the Waiariki elec-

torate in 1999. Since then he 

has held influential positions 

within Parliament including 

Associate Minister of Treaty 

Negotiations, Health, Correc-

tions and Forestry.  

Mr Ririrnui said "I am looking 

forward to the challenges 

ahead, and there will be 

many.  Furthermore, I am 

confident that the experience 

and knowledge I have gained 

in Treaty of Waitangi settle-

ments and the chairing of 

parliamentary select commit-

tees will be of immense value 

to Te Honongaó  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CEO of Te Awanui Huka Pak 

Cooperative Ltd, Hemi Roll-

eston, of Tauwhao and Ngati 

Tapu descent was also ap-

pointed Deputy Chairperson 

of Te Hononga. 
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We are aiming to set-

tle our grievances 

against the Crown by 

2010!  
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We have now confirmed  your Te Hononga Representatives. Te Hononga is the hapu forum set up to drive 

the settlement process for hapu, whanau and claimants.  If you would like more information regarding progress 

on the settlement of Ngai Te Rangi historical claims please contact them directly or alternatively you can visit 

the iwi website at www.ngaiterangi.org.nz. 

 

 

 

 

 

     Anaru Timutimu                       Erica Rolleston                    Puhirake Ihaka             

Ngai Tukairangi ki Matapihi      Te Whanau a Tauwhao ki Rangiwaea, Tuhua me Motiti     Ngati Tapu  

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Ngahuia Toma                 Bev Flavell and Kerewai Wanakore                    Nessie Kuka                    

Ngai Tamawhariua ki Matakana      Ngai Tamawhariua ki Katikati         Ngai Tuwhiwhia                

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Des Tata                        Delwyn Little                                           Toa Faulkner                                                                   

Te Ngare ki Rangiwaea                  Ngati He                             Ngati Kuku 

 

 

 

 

                                           

                

               Taiawa Kuka                             Ngawa Hall 

     Ngati Tauaiti            Ngai Tukairangi ki Whareroa
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Developing Settlement Objectives 

As part of the negotia-
tions process, it is impor-
tant that the views of our 
whanau/hapu are ac-
counted for. A series of 
hui will be held in the 
next coming months to 
discuss what our whanau/
hapu see as their settle-
ment objectives, or in lay-
man terms, what you 
want included in a settle-
ment òwishlistó .  
 
We envisage that the hui 
will discuss these topics, 
but are not limited to: 

To tatou Ngai Te 
Rangitanga 
Settlement Process 
Historical Account/
Apology 
Commercial redress 
Cultural redress 
Quantum 
Other aspirations 

 
We also envisage that 
these hui might be run in 
clusters to pool together 
resources and to coordi-
nate those who will help 
to facilitate the hui along-
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side your hapu represen-
tative. 
 
The korero from these 
hui will be collated to 
form part of the negotia-
tions brief for use by the 
negotiators. 
 
A Hui a Iwi will be held 
in late September to give 
a brief update on the set-
tlement progress, nego-
tiation process and re-
dress. Details of this hui 
will be sent out at a fur-
ther date.  Notice of the 

meeting will also be 
available on the iwi web-
site. 
 
The outcome from these 

hui is two-fold, our 

whanau will be provided 

with the opportunity to 

form aspirations for set-

tlement, and the wishlist 

formed will be provided 

to the negotiators as part 

of the negations brief.  

This work is important 

to ensure that everyone 

has a say in the progress. 

Seabed and Foreshore Act Criticised 
òThe report of the independent 

ministerial review panel confirms 

that there is widespread dissatis-

faction with the Foreshore and 

Seabed Act that is not confined to 

Maori,ó said Minister of Maori 

Affairs Dr Pita Sharples. òIf the 

Act is repealed, the focus will be 

on finding the best balance of cus-

tomary rights and the interests of 

the wider publicó 

The panel has two preferred  pro-

posals which could be progressed 

as is or as a combination of both. 

The National Policy proposal fo-

cuses on a national a national reso-

lution effected through a bicultural 

body. The Regional Iwi proposal 

focuses on direct negotiations with  

between the Crown and iwi. 

Both proposals assume repeal of 

the Act and are based on a Treaty 

The recent release of the Fore-

shore and Seabed Act review has 

reaffirmed Maori opinion, that the 

Act should be repealed. 

A ministerial review panel was ap-

pointed by Attorney General, Chris 

Finlayson to review the Act as part 

of  a Relationship, Confidence and 

Supply Agreement between the 

National Party and Maori Party 

after the 2008 election. 

The panel was chaired by former 

High Court Judge Taihakurei Ed-

ward Durie. The other members 

are barrister Richard Boast, an As-

sociate Professor at Victoria Uni-

versity, and educationalist Hana 

OõRegan. 

The report includes the panelõs ad-

vice and sets out a range of options 

on how to best recognise both cus-

tomary and public interests in the 

coastal marine area. 

of Waitangi framework and set of 

core principles. 

So where to now for the afore-

mentioned Seabed and Foreshore 

Act of 2004? Following the release 

of the review, Attorney General, 

Christopher Finlayson commented 

that òthe panel has completed the 

vital first stage of the review proc-

ess and reported on time. The 

next step is for the Government 

to consider the recommendations 

in the report and make decisions 

on the future of the Act.ó  The 

real hard task will now be in the 

hands of the Government as they 

strive to balance the rights and 

needs of all New Zealanders. If 

they are unsuccessful then this 

issue will continue to be a 

òweeping soreó as so eloquently 

put by Prime Minister John Key. 

 



Governmentõs goal of the 

completion of just and du-

rable settlements of histori-

cal Treaty claims by 2014.  

In his public address Prime 

Minister John Key ac-

knowledged that òthere are 

many aspects of the settle-

ment process that are al-

ready working well.  We 

don't want to interfere with 

those aspects, and we're 

not interested in a funda-

m e n t a l  p o l i c y  r e 

think...there are certainly 

areas where experience 

suggests we can do much 

better.....and I'm confident 

that with good will on both 

sides we can make these 

improvements to the settle-

ment process while con-

tinuing to move ahead.ó 

Te Runanga o Ngńi Te 

Rangi Chairperson, Charlie 

Tawhiao and Ngńi Te 

Rangi Legal advisor, 

Spencer Webster attended 

the Te Kƅkiri Ngńtahi Na-

tional Hui to progress 

Treaty Settlements.  

In attendance were govern-

ment heads, including 

Prime Minister John Key 

and Minister of Treaty Ne-

gotiations, Chris Finlayson, 

and Iwi representatives 

from around the Motu. 

The purpose of the hui was 

to engage in open and 

frank discussions regarding 

all settlement matters, for 

instance, as to what areas 

of the current settlement 

process could be improved 

to meet the National-led 

The Crown representatives 

presented seven ideas to 

improve the negotiation 

and settlement process. 

Feedback on those ideas, as 

well as input from claimant 

groups based on their own 

experiences in the negotia-

tion process, were dis-

cussed following the 

Crownõs presentations.  A 

Te Kƅkiri Ngńtahi National Hui  

further meeting was held in 

June where Charl ie 

Tawhiao, Delwyn Little 

and Riri Ellis attended on 

our behalf.   

At the meeting, an oppor-

tunity to present our 

whakaaro was provided.  

Charlie Tawhiao presented 

on our behalf.    

For more information visit www.ngaiterangi.org.nz  

7 ideas to accelerate Treaty Settlements 
The table below includes the 7 ideas presented at the Te Korkiri Ngatahi National Hui in Auckland as well as 

regional hui held around the Motu. 


