
The current political climate 

in Wellington coupled with 

the upcoming election has 

opened the door of opportu-

nity for Iwi Claimant Groups 

from around the Motu to get 

their foot in the door and take 

a seat at the negotiating table 

with the Crown.  Over the 

past several months we have 

seen an unprecedented num-

ber of deals brokered includ-

ing the CNI and Tainui-

Waikato River deal. Agree-

ments in Principles have been 

reached for several claimant 

groups including Te Rarawa 

and Te Aupouri from the Far 

North. Ngai Tuhoe and Ngati 

Ranginui have recently signed 

their Terms of Negotiations 

and several Iwi have reached 

pre-negotiations including 

Ngati Porou and Ngati Tu-

wharetoa.  

In particular, the CNI deal has 

been a great achievement for 

the CNI Iwi Collective as they 

have managed to complete 

tasks within a very short time 

period ,where, it had previ-

ously taken several years. An-

other factor contributing to 

their success was the collabo-

rative work effort of the Iwi 

involved. Tuwharetoa Para-

mount Chief Tumu Te Heu-

heu stated òThe Collectives 

adherence to tikanga iwi has 

been a defining feature in the 

decision-making in these ne-

gotiationsó he went on to say 

that òReaching agreement on 

a mana whenua-based deter-

mination and allocation proc-

ess is central to our percep-

tion of fairness and equity and 

an essential precondition to 

the durability of Settlementó  

Te Runanga o Ngati Porou 

have also been mandated as 

the body to begin direct nego-

tiations with the Crown on 

behalf of the Ngati Porou 

Hapu and Whanau.  Leading 

the negotiating team is Rob 

McLeod and other members 

of his team are: Whaimutu 

Dewes, Herewini Te Koha, 

Selwyn Parata and Matanuku 

Mahuika. Dr Cullen has com-

mitted to reaching an agree-

ment on a settlement package 

with Ngati Porou by 31 Octo-

ber this year.   

With regard to Tauranga 

Moana, Te Roopu Whaka-

mana i te Tiriti o Nga Hapu o 

Ngati Ranginui and the 

Crown have just signed their 

Terms of Negotiation at a 

ceremony held at Hairini 

Marae on Saturday 27th Octo-

ber. This will set out the 

scope and nature by which 

both parties will adhere to 

during the negotiations stage. 

This has also been a great 

achievement for Ngati Rangi-

nui as most claims relate to 

raupatu (confiscation) of 

Maori land in the Tauranga 

district, following the war of 

1864, and later land purchas-

ing by the Crown.  

So where to now for Maori? The 

upcoming election has some 

cynics believe that the influx 

of deals being made is simply 

an election ploy by the current 

Labour-led government, how-

ever, whether or not this is 

true, Wellington is a buzz with 

Iwi Claimant Groups waiting 

to be heard.  

              Ripeka Timutimu 

The Current Treaty Settlement Environment  

As a result of advice obtained 

by Wellington officials, the 

Runanga was pressed to en-

sure that our Deed of Man-

date was approved in princi-

ple prior to the forthcoming 

elections.  That meant that a 

decision to move forward was 

made at the end of July.  On 

the 4 August 2008, a Deed of 

Mandate was submitted to the 

Office of Treaty Settlement 

for consideration.  At the time 

of its submission, we had not 

secured Nga Potikiõs endorse-

ment and the Deed of Man-

date was submitted on the 

premise that the Runanga did 

not seek to represent Nga 

Potiki as part of the mandat-

ing process.  The step taken in 

no way meant that the 

Runanga was not committed 

to working with Nga Potiki.  

We are hoping to bring Nga 

Potiki into the process with 

us, and shortly discussions 

will resume with their repre-

sentatives to see if we can 

work together on this matter.  

We are yet to receive formal 

confirmation of our status 

with regards to the progress 

on our Deed of Mandate.  

Hopefully, we will receive 

something shortly so we can 

report back more formally to 

everyone on our progress.   

Riri Ellis  
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We are aiming to set-

tle our grievances 

against the Crown by 

2010!  



We are currently in the process of establishing the 

Hapu Forum to represent hapu and claimants.  The 

forum should be established as soon as Hapu confirm 

their own representatives. We have received confirma-

tion from some hapu representatives in terms of their 

wishes for representation, for instance Ngai 

Tamawhariua will have two representatives, one for 

the island and the other for Katikati.  But, we are yet 

to receive confirmation of who the representatives will 

be.  To assist in that process, a hapu representation 

form has been developed, and it will be sent out to 

hapu representatives.   

At the moment, we envisage a forum of approximately 

thirteen representatives.  For the purposes of deter-

mining who will be represented on the Forum, the fol-

lowing list is provided.   

Ngati He 

Ngati Tapu 

Ngai Tukairangi/Ngati Kuku ki Whareroa 

Ngai Tukairangi ki Matapihi 

Ngai Tamawhariua ki Matakana 

Ngai Tamawhariua ki Katikati 

Te Whanau a Tauwhao ki Otawhiwhi 

Te Whanau a Tauwhao ki Rangiwaea 

Te Ngare ki Rangiwaea 

Ngai Tuwhiwhia 

Ngai Tauaiti 

Nga Potiki (up to 2 places reserved)** 

A suggested name for the forum is Te Hononga. 

missions put forward by 

claimants in regards to 

their claims and also re-

dress considerations.  A 

researcher will be en-

gaged for this task.  We 

are fielding interest from 

existing researcher ex-

perts from Ngai Te 

A proposal for research 

funding was submitted 

and agreed to by the 

Crown Forestry Rental 

Trust in September 2008.  

The funding will provide 

for a researcher to re-

view the existing stock of 

research reports and sub-

Rangi, please contact Riri 

Ellis, for further infor-

mation.  Two further 

projects will be under-

taken including a signifi-

cant sites review and a 

GIS mapping project.  

Again, let us know if you 

are an expert in this area.  

Hapu Forum Establishment 

Research FundingñCFRT 

negotiators as part of a 

negotiations brief.  Com-

munication will be a very 

big expectation of repre-

sentatives; as it is up to 

Hapu who they put for-

ward and your decision 

of what that person is 

will determine how 

much your hapu is in-

formed about progress.   

The timeframes to get us 

to settlement is by the 

end of 2010.  That is not 

an easy task; and it will 

be important that Hapu 

representatives spend 

some time reading up 

about processes.  A 

wananga regarding Set-

tlement processes will be 

held later. A strategic 

cooperation agreement/

terms of reference is cur-

rently being drafted.  It 

will be available shortly 

for review. 

Hapu Forum Role 
The Deed of Mandate 

confirms that the 

Runanga will remain the 

mandated authority, 

however, the Hapu Fo-

rum will be dedicated to 

progressing our settle-

ment aspirations in a 

timely fashion.  The first 

key role once it is estab-

lished will be to put for-

ward settlement objec-

tives and to consider vi-

able options for selecting 

 

ñwhat is important 

is to have a soul 

that we can be 

proud of, one of 

generosity of 

spirit towards 

each otherò ï 

Monte Ohia Jnr 

 

Provided by Pua 

Taikato 
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Closing Date for Claimsñ1 September 2008 

Kihi Ngatai confirmed Tribunal member 

Runanga TrustñFirst Hui  

On 1 September 2008, 

all historical claims relat-

ing to breaches proposed 

by the Crown before 

1992 should have been 

submitted to the Wai-

tangi Tribunal.  Media 

coverage on the submis-

sions was extensive and 

an indication of new 

claims received were that 

the numbers were in the 

1000s.  Unfortunately for 

those people who have 

missed this date, you will 

no longer be able to sub-

mit a claim against the 

Crown unless it is re-

garded as a contempo-

rary claim.  We under-

stand that a small hand-

ful of claims have been 

registered related to Ngai 

Te Rangi hapu and 

whanau.  These claims 

will eventually need to be 

integrated into the settle-

ment process.  One 

claim in particular, 

lodged by Teraania 

Ormsby-Teki, Matiu 

Dickson and Ngareta 

Timutimu involves our 

loss of Te Reo Maori.  

We will find out about 

the other new claims. 

Whareroa Marae 

Whiti McLeod-

Tamapahore Marae 

Tataupounamu 

Ramekañ

Tahuwhakatiki Marae 

Carlo Ellisñ

Hungahungatoroa Marae 

Maureen Ririnui-

Maungatapu Marae 

Puhirake Ihaka-Waikari 

Marae 

Glenys Taikato-

Otawhiwhi Marae 

Charlie Tawhiao-

Opureora Marae 

Mike Nuku -

Rangihouhiri Marae 

The first meeting of the 

new trustees was held on 

1 October 2008.  The 

new trustees are.   

Uta Rollestonñ

Rangiwaea Marae 

Tangihaere Nathanñ

Te Rereatukahia Marae 

Putahi Stockman-

ond person from Tauranga 

Moana to be appointed to 

this prestigious role, the 

first being the late 

Turirangi Te Kani in the 

1980õs. 

òItõs a tremendous honor 

for the Ngatai family and is 

also an honor for the Iwi 

of Tauranga Moanaó stated 

Hauata Palmer òI have the 

utmost respect for the 

On the 14th August 2008, a 

crisp Autumn morning, 

karanga could be heard on 

Kelburn Parade, Welling-

ton. Unbeknownst to most, 

Tauranga Moana had ar-

rived en masse to accom-

pany their Kaumatua, Kihi 

Ngatai, to his official ap-

pointment ceremony on to 

the Waitangi Tribunal. 

Mr Ngatai will be the sec-

man. His knowledge of 

Maoridom plus Taurangaõs 

history and his oral skills 

(in te reo Maori) are just 

amazingó 

Maori Land Court judge 

Stephen Clarke said Mr 

Ngataiõs extensive under-

standing of the Treaty of 

Waitangi through his in-

volvement with Tauranga 

Moana Claims made him  

Charlie Tawhiao has been 

appointed as the new 

Chairperson and Putahi 

Stockman has been re -

appointed as the Deputy 

Chairperson.  

Congratulations!  
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Tauranga Moana preparing to welcome manuhiri and Waitangi 

Tribunal members to Maungatapu Marae in May 2006 as part of 

the stage two hearings for post-confiscation issues. 

the perfect candidate òThis 

appointment is a credit to Mr 

Ngatai personally, his wife 

and ally, Maria Ngatai, their 

whanau, his hapu Ngai Tu-

kairangi and iwi Ngai Te 

Rangió he also added ò The 

appointment is well deserved 

and a reflection of the high-

calibre leaders produced in 

Tauranga Moanaó 

 Ripeka Timutimu 
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Groups. 

The Mataitai Reserve is a 
customary fisheries man-
agement tool designed to 
recognise use and man-
agement practices of 
Maori in the exercise of 
customary fishing rights. 
 
In the effort to manage 
our kaimoana sustainably 
for the benefit of the 
entire community and 
future generations, the 
Tangata Kaitiaki of the 
Mataitai Reserve will rec-
ommend bylaws to be 
approved by the Minister 
of Fisheries.  These by-
laws will directly control 
the taking of fish for non
-commercial purposes 
 

The dawn ceremony held 

on the 25 September 

2008 marked the estab-

lishment of the Te 

Maunga o Mauao 

Mahinga Mataitai Re-

serve after approximately 

3 years of planning and 

consultation with the 

public by the Tauranga 

Moana Iwi Customary 

Fisheries Committee. 

This event was well at-

tended by the Tauranga 

Moana Iwi; Ngai Te 

Rangi, Ngati Ranginui 

and Ngati Pukenga, Min-

istry of Fisheries, Port of 

Tauranga, Department 

of Conservation, and 

Recreational Fishers 

It does not exclude rec-
reational fishing and 
does not require recrea-
tional fishers to obtain 
permits or prevent non-
Maori from fishing.  
There is no prevention 
of access to the area.  
However, recreational 
fishers must comply with 
any future bylaws once 
they are introduced. 
 
The Rahui s186A Tem-
porary Closure  of the 
Mussel Beds that fall 
within the area of the 
Mataitai Reserve will re-
main in place until by-
laws have been intro-
duced to manage the 
mussel stocks sustainably. 

Kia Maia Ellis 

Mahinga Mataitai ReserveñDawn Ceremony 

Te Runanga o Ngai Te Rangi  

 

Chairperson of the Tauranga Moana Iwi Customary Fisheries 

Committee Brian Dickson (right) welcomed everyone.   

Te Tihi o te MaungañMauao 


